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New eDNA Monitoring Results Spurs Rapid Response Action 
 

(Chicago) -- On November 17, the University of Notre Dame notified the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers that some water samples, taken from the area between the electric barriers and 
Lake Michigan on September 23 and October 1, tested positive for the presence of Asian carp. 
The positive samples were from an area about one mile south of the O'Brien Lock, approximately 
8 miles from Lake Michigan.  

 
     As part of its ongoing Asian carp monitoring program, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
continues to work with the university to use eDNA genetic testing of water samples to monitor 
the presence of bighead and silver carp in Chicago area waterways.  

 
     "Keeping Asian carp from reaching Lake Michigan remains the focus and goal of the IDNR 
and the Rapid Response Work Group. We will continue to work with the group and our partners on 
how best to address this new issue and move forward with achieving our overall goal," said 
IDNR Assistant Director John Rogner. 

 
The multi-agency rapid response team is working to develop appropriate courses of action 

based on this new information. Initial response actions will include focusing Asian carp eDNA 
sampling and other monitoring efforts on areas upstream of the barrier to gather near real-
time data on the current location of Asian carp to aid the Rapid Response team in their 
planning efforts.  
  
     The Rapid Response Work Group is finalizing plans to apply rotenone to a section of the 
Chicago Sanitary and Ship Canal in early December as part of a scheduled fish barrier 
maintenance shut down.  
 
     “Scheduled barrier maintenance will proceed as planned,” said Major General John W. 
Peabody, Commanding General of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Great Lakes and Ohio River 
Division. “This new information reinforces the importance of preventing any further intrusion 
of the Asian carp via the largest pathway, the Chicago Sanitary and Ship Canal.” 

 
     Additional information about the recent sampling efforts is available on the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers' website at www.lrc.usace.army.mil.  

 
Additional information about Asian carp and the Rapid Response Work Group members is at 

www.asiancarp.org/rapidresponse. 
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